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BELIEFS,  
ATTITUDES & 
CUSTOMS
Self-Guided  
Interpretive Trail



Explore life, death 
and the hereafter 
at West Terrace 
Cemetery and 
delve into the 
diverse religious 
beliefs, traditions 
and rituals of 
thousands of South 
Australians.
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While death is universal, it is 
also individual and personal. 
Funeral rituals and customs 
reflect our deepest held 
beliefs about the purpose 
of our existence. They can 
also embody the values and 
expectations of broader society.
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The early arrival of Dissenters 
(Christians not aligned to the Church 
of England) and nonconformists 
(non-Christian religions) made for a 
diversity of beliefs in colonial South 
Australia. In this fertile ground 
of religious freedom, faiths of all 
persuasions flourished.

South Australia’s first settlers retained 
a strong connection with the spiritual 
traditions of their homelands. This 
is reflected in the holy books they 
brought with them and the churches, 
mosques and synagogues they built 
here. To maintain their cultural identity, 
many also sought to secure a separate 
section of West Terrace Cemetery for 
the burial of their adherents.
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Follow the Beliefs, Attitudes and 
Customs interpretive trail and discover 
how faith and tradition have shaped 
West Terrace Cemetery from colonial 
times to present day.

Explore the rich diversity of religious 
communities in South Australia, and 
their fascinating funeral customs.

Imagine the pomp and pageantry  
that existed during the Victorian era 
(1837-1901) and contrast this with the 
thousands of people buried without 
ceremony in unmarked graves.

See how in more recent times, scientific 
developments and changing social 
attitudes have affected the way we 
understand death and the grieving 
process.
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Beliefs, Attitudes & Customs
interpretive trail
Duration: 60 minutes
Distance: 2 kilometre loop-walk
Level: Easy

The Beliefs, Attitudes and Customs 
interpretive trail explores the religious 
diversity of South Australia. It reveals 
the changing customs and practices 
surrounding death and mourning 
across cultures and religions, from 
colonial times to present day.

There are 15 points of interest on this 
self-guided loop-walk; each is marked 
with an interpretive panel.

Start your journey at stop one, opposite 
the old curator’s house, just inside the 
main entrance.

Use the map and purple wayfinding 
markers to help guide you through the 
cemetery.
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Tread lightly

West Terrace Cemetery is an operating 
cemetery with burials regularly taking 
place. Please respect the privacy of 
those visiting graves of their loved 
ones and keep a respectful distance 
from funeral proceedings. Stay on the 
defined paths and roadways and do 
not walk over unmarked graves, lean 
or stand on monuments, and avoid 
disturbing vegetation.

Dress for the conditions, wear sturdy 
shoes, a hat and sunscreen, and carry 
sufficient water.
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1. West Terrace Cemetery
 Main entrance.

2. City of Churches
 Religious diversity made its mark on both the  
 city and the cemetery.

 Look closer: As you complete this tour, notice  
 how the design of monuments changes over  
 time and between different faith groups in 
 the cemetery.

3. Funeral practices and customs
 Changes in social attitudes to death and burial  
 from the Victorian era to present day.

4. Behind Hospital Ward Doors
 Mystery and taboo of death at a distance.

5. Adelaide Crematorium
 Australia’s first modern crematorium.

 Robert Tracey Wylde (1820-1903)
 Passionate and influential cremation advocate.
 Cremation Reserve . Path A . Plot 18W

6. Quaker section
 A religion of no fixed doctrines.

 Look closer: Edward Gibbon Wakefield,  
 known as the ‘founding father’ of South 
 Australia, was a Quaker. This might have  
 encouraged Quakers to migrate to the
  fledgling colony.

7. Catholic Section
 A once independent cemetery.

 Look closer: An independent history has led to  
 a distinct layout – notice that the older portion  
 of this section is arranged differently, rather  
 than the rows of the rest of the cemetery.

8. Jewish Section
 A small but influential community.

 Abraham Tobias Boas (1842-1923)
 Scholar and South Australia’s first Rabbi.
 JSH . Path V . Plot 14

 Look closer: Jewish tradition dictates that  
 when sacred texts and books bearing the 
 Hebrew name of God fall out of use they are  
 treated with the same level of dignity and  
 respect afforded a human body, and buried in  
 accordance with Jewish customs.

9. Afghan Section
 Australia’s Muslim cameleers, 
 pioneers of central Australia.

10. Syrian Druze Section
 The first Druze in Australia.

11. Baby Memorial
 A place to acknowledge, grieve and remember.

12. Caroline Clark Memorial Garden
 A memorial to the thousands of South 
 Australians buried in unmarked graves.

 Caroline Emily Clark (1825-1911)
 Philanthropist and reformer.

 Look closer: As you walk through the  
 cemetery you will notice pockets of bare  
 ground as well as larger areas devoid of  
 monuments. These are the resting places  
 of those buried in unmarked graves.

13. Sergei Ochotenko (ca. 1879-1971)
 Buried in the ancient tradition of kings, 
 patriarchs and clergy. 
 RD3 . Path 26 . Plot 23W
 
14. Body Donation
 A gift to the advancement of medical science.

15. Islamic Section
 A single indivisible God (Allah).
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Immerse yourself in South Australia’s rich diversity 
of faiths, traditions and funeral practices and see 
how times have changed throughout the history of 
West Terrace Cemetery.



1. West Terrace Cemetery
 Main entrance
2. City of churches
 Religious diversity made its mark on both 

the city and the cemetery.
 Look closer: As you complete this tour, 

notice how the design of monuments 
changes over time and between different 
faith groups in the cemetery.

3. Funeral practices and customs
 Changes in social attitudes to death and 

burial from the Victorian era to present day.
4. Behind hospital ward doors
 Mystery and taboo of death at a distance.
5. Adelaide Crematorium
 Australia’s first modern crematorium.
 Robert Tracey Wylde (1820-1903)
 Passionate and influential cremation 

advocate.
 Cremation Reserve . Path A . Plot 18W
6. Quaker section
 A religion of no fixed doctrines.
 Look closer: Edward Gibbon Wakefield, 

known as the ‘founding father’ of South 
Australia, was a Quaker. This might have 
encouraged Quakers to migrate to the 
fledgling colony.
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7. Catholic section
 A once independent cemetery.
 Look closer: An independent history has 

led to a distinct layout – notice that the 
older portion of this section is arranged 
differently, rather than the rows of the rest of 
the cemetery.

8. Jewish section
 A small but influential community.
 Abraham Tobias Boas (1842-1923)
 Scholar and South Australia’s first Rabbi.
 JSH . Path V . Plot 14
 Look closer: Jewish tradition dictates that 

when sacred texts and books bearing the 
Hebrew name of God fall out of use they are 
treated with the same level of dignity and 
respect afforded a human body, and buried 
in accordance with Jewish customs.

9. Afghan section
 Australia’s Muslim cameleers,
 pioneers of central Australia.
10. Syrian Druze section
 The first Druze in Australia.
11. Baby Memorial
 A place to acknowledge, grieve and 

remember.
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12. Caroline Clark Memorial Garden
 A memorial to the thousands of South
 Australians buried in unmarked graves.
 Caroline Emily Clark (1825-1911)
 Philanthropist and reformer.
 Look closer: As you walk through the 

cemetery you will notice pockets of bare 
ground as well as larger areas devoid of 
monuments. These are the resting places of 
those buried in unmarked graves.

13. Sergei Ochotenko (ca. 1879-1971)
 Buried in the ancient tradition of kings,
 patriarchs and clergy.
 RD3 . Path 26 . Plot 23W
14. Body Donation
 A gift to the advancement of medical 

science.
15. Islamic section
 A single indivisible God (Allah).
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All images reproduced
courtesy of the State Library

of South Australia.

Adelaide Cemeteries Authority
Browning Street
Clearview SA 5085
PO Box 294
Enfield Plaza SA 5085
Telephone (08) 8139 7400
enquiry@aca.sa.gov.au
www.aca.sa.gov.au


